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pitfalls of stress echocardiography are com- Vascular Diagnosis with Ultrasound 
prehensively covered. All the basic methods of in- M. Hennerici, D. Neuerberg-Heusler, ds. 
ducing stress and the techniques for acquiring the Thieme. 499 pages; price DM268. 
images are addressed. Stress echocardiography as 
been enthusiastically adopted by cardiologists in Eur- This book is a comprehensive r view of Ultrasound 
ope and North America as a useful method of both Diagnosis in Vascular Medicine. It is written by a 
detecting and determining the functional importance multi-specialty team whose director is a neurologist 
of myocardial ischaemia. In the United Kingdom car- at the University of Heidelberg. Initially written in 
diologists have been more sceptical for a number German, it has recently been revised extensively for 
of reasons. The level of echocardiographic expertise this first English version. This version includes recent 
amongst clinical cardiologists in the U.K. is more technological advances, data from large study trials 
variable than in Europe and North America, and those and current literature on research and experimental 
who do show interest have to balance this against process (echo contrast media, harmonic imaging, 3D 
overwhelming clinical workloads. What the busy car- and 4D imaging, flow volume measurements and func- 
diologistwants oknow about stress echocardiography tional studies). There is also a new chapter dealing 
is what incremental diagnostic ability does it have with the utility of color-flow duplex sonography in 
over existing methods? How subjective is it and what oncology. In addition, the book contains a very im- 
are the relative sensitivities and specificities of the portant chapter of case histories in which the common 
method? Can one live without it? This book will clinical situations are illustrated by real cases. Each 
provide the enthusiast with a wealth of useful in- case is presented and solved using all available US 
formation, references and provide a solid foundation techniques, and the case is discussed according to 
on which to build. However, it will not convert hose technical and clinical issues including therapeutic op- 
cardiologists who doubt the method's objectivity and tions. 
incremental &agnostic ability. Stress echo- The book is beautifully presented with tables, figures 
cardiography is, by its very nature, a practical and and bold characters at the head of sub-chapters to 
dynamic method, and still frame images and graphs allow easy referencing by the reader. After a short 
cannot convey its value, introduction on the basic ultrasound principles and 
The text of this volume is small and difficult to read, instruments used, the various arterial and venous 
and the vast majority of illustrations are in black territories are examined successively. In each chapter, 
and white and uninspiring. Seeing the simultaneous the technique of examination is fully explained in- 
playback of a left ventricle contracting with side images cluding the choice of appropriate transducers, US 
on a quad screen cannot be reproduced in a text of mode, and physiological manoeuvres that can enhance 
this type, but larger and clearer epresentative images diagnostic apability. Normal findings are then pre- 
would help. Data on the prognostic value of stress sented including biometric data, if necessary, with 
echocardiography is scant and a separate chapter with reference to the most recent publications. An in- 
a comprehensive r vmw of the existing literature is teresting feature is the explanation of all the possible 
really essential in a book of this type. However, the sources of error that may limit the quality of the results 
chapter on microvascular disease is welcome: these attained by both beginners and experienced users. 
patients often undergo unnecessary coronary angio- These artifacts are explained with physiopathological 
graphy because of abnormal exercise tests -  the fact or physical reasons when possible together with a 
that dipyridamole echocardiography is normal in such description of technical corrections to be used. This is 
patients maybe of enormous clinical value if coronary followed by a review of the pathological findings 
angiography can indeed be avoided, with their related sources of error, including also an 
In summary, this book is a useful reference for those overview of diagnostic effectiveness, including more 
performing stress echocardiography, and can be used than 750 illustrations of high photographic quality 
to learn the foundations of the technique. At £45 it is including true-color duplex images of the screen and 
likely to be bought for the echo lab rather than by an more than 50 tables including literature. 
individual. However, the book is not particularly The book also includes a very useful glossary con- 
"user-friendly", and will not convince those sceptical taining more than 150 words, that allows a rapid check 
and busy cardiologists to adopt the method widely, in case of a difficult word, name or abbreviation. A 
They may need to venture into an echo lab to see comprehensive index of approximately 2000 entries 
stress echo in action! allows fast retrieval of selected information. The bib- 
S. J. D. Brecker liography includes updated references classified by 
London, U.K. chapter and followmg alphabetical order. The only 
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limit of this book is the relative proportions of different major work. I am sure that this book will become a 
chapters. Thus intracranial pathology is described ex- reference for both students and experienced son- 
tensively while some chapters have been dramatically ographers but also for all specialists involved in the 
reduced (i.e. TIPPS assessment, pathology of kidney, field of vascular pathology including internists, car- 
liver and pancreatic transplant). This limitation is prob- diologists, radiologists and surgeons. 
ably related to the main author's experience as a M. Sapoval 
neurologist, but is only a small criticism for such a Parzs, France. 
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